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       If I understand this "covering" doctrine correctly, it teaches that if I leave a local church or some 
pastor’s ministry for awhile or I do not join a local congregation then I lose God's protection and 
blessings (covering). I am now open to all kinds of attack from the enemy and I am "on my own" in the 
world. I have many friends and I am constantly meeting new believers that have come out of the “cell / 
small” group churches and are worshiping alone in their homes. Because they are true Christians, they 
have a deep desire to fellowship with other true believers, but they are afraid of being spiritually abused 
by a church leadership. What is going to happen to these Christians? After being in the cell churches, 
and having the courage to come out, they are not going to be indoctrinated back in. Is God now 
rejecting them also? The true body of Christ is larger than any individual ministry. This “covering” 
doctrine has gotten so perverse that I know a pastor that has a large ministry and the people that are 
members of that church claim his ministry as their spiritual protection (covering). This pastor walks 
around with armed undercover bodyguards! He doesn’t even believe in his own covering of protection. 

      This “covering” doctrine as I see it, takes the local church or whatever pastor's ministry and makes 
them the “vine” and me a branch of their ministry. If I leave their congregation or ministry, then I am a 
branch that is broken off the vine, and then I should wither and perish. Here is a radical idea (John 
15:5). What if Jesus is the true Vine and I am a branch of Him? Then no matter where I went in this 
world, I would still be "in Christ" the Vine and my source of life would still be Jesus. Paul knew also 
where the true "covering" was.

     For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor  
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to  
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38,39 KJV).
     I don't think any local church or personal ministry "covering" could even come close to that. The 
Bible even says that each believer is given a ministering spirit (not a ministering pastor) to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:13,14)? Does this ministering spirit leave you at the 
door when you walk out of a local congregation or a certain ministry? God never left Paul in his travels 
without a ministering spirit even though Paul had rebuked congregations.

      For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying , Fear  
not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caeser: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with  
thee. (Acts 27:23,24 KJV).

     I have heard of cults that use this covering type of teaching to scare members from leaving. 

Please visit www.christiannewbirth.com  for access to my other Bible studies by clicking on these links 
below.  Watch for new studies to be posted at  ChristianNewbirth.com also. To God be the Glory…
(John3:27 KJV).
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     All my personal Bible study material and pdf's on www.christiannewbirth.com are 
copyrighted, but free to download and use for your personal studies, but not altered or sold. The 
gospel is free. These are just my personal Bible studies, that as a born again Christian, I am 
happy to share the Good News with the world. If any of these studies have blessed you and you 
fill led to support this ministry, I will accept them and I thank you for your generosity. Since I am 
an individual and NOT a non-profit organization any monetary gifts would be considered   a tip   
and non tax-deductable  ,    but I will still pray to God for your prosperity. If you still wish to 
give support to this ministry if these studies have blessed you, I thank you, and I will give God the 
Glory for it. If you cannot, that is fine also, please enjoy these studies, but please say a prayer 
instead for me and this ministry. Any tips or support can be mailed to:
 
Franklin Whittenburg
P.O.Box 87
Hixson, Tn 37343                             


